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This page is an example of the headings that should be used for each chapter and the
margins using APA style. MLA, APSA, and Chicago styles may differ slightly, but for
consistency’s sake across the disciplines, the following headings may be used (do not use bold-
face type). As shown above, only the name of the chapter should be all caps. The top margin for
the first page of each chapter should be set at 2” (simply set line spacing to double space, place
cursor at the top of the page, and hit the return key twice) with following pages having a 1” top
margin. Examples of sub-headings follow. The order in which they appear after “Statement of the
Problem” may differ according to each committee’s preference.
Purpose of the Study

The purpose of this study was to determine...
Statement of the Problem

In order to discover ways to address the problem of...
Definitions

Term one. This refers to xxxxx xxxxx (complete sentences following the period).

Term two. For the purposes of this study, this means XXXXx XXXXX.
Data Collection

Data collection involved...
Research Questions

With the national and state mandates for testing of middle grades students on the rise, the
research questions include...

And so on...



