Valdosta State University

International Student Scholarship

APPEAL POLICY

International students who are awarded the International Student Scholarship (ISS) are required to maintain certain academic and service requirements.  

To remain academically qualified, the student must:

1. carry a full academic load of 12 hours each semester as an undergraduate or 9 hours each semester as a graduate student.

2. maintain a minimum cumulative grade point average of 3.0.

3. be in status with the Immigration and Naturalization Service at all times.

4. meet service requirements by participating in three scholarship activities each year. 

Academic performance and immigration status will be reviewed at the end of each semester.  Students whose cumulative grade point average falls below 3.00 or who have failed to maintain proper immigration status will be notified and placed on probation for the next semester attended.  If the student has not rectified the problem by the end of the next term attended, the scholarship will be revoked.  If at any time in the future the GPA falls below 3.0, the scholarship will be revoked.

Completion of service projects will be reviewed at the end of each academic year.  If a student has not completed the required service projects or has not completed them satisfactorily, the scholarship will be revoked.  

The student may appeal a revocation by following the terms outlined in this appeal process.  If the appeal is successful, the student will remain on probation for one more semester.  If at the end of that semester, the student has still not raised the GPA, been re-instated to status, or completed the service projects satisfactorily, the scholarship will be revoked.  A student whose scholarship has been revoked may not re-apply for the scholarship for a period of two semesters.  If the student misses the deadline in which to appeal, fails to appeal, or is unsuccessful in his/her appeal, the student’s scholarship will be revoked and he/she may not re-apply for it for a period of two semesters.

APPEAL PROCESS:

Please write a letter addressed to the International Students Committee which includes the following information:

1) your name, level in school, how long you have been studying at VSU and major;

2)  why  your scholarship has been revoked (e.g. low GPA, being out-of-status, not fulfilling service requirements);

3) the reason(s) why this situation developed and any contributing factors;

4) what steps you are taking to change the situation; and

5) which term will be the next term you will attend.

You may include any documentation which supports the above account, such as letters from professors, evidence of having applied for re-instatement, mid-term grade reports, etc.

Remember, the committee will be judging your case and deciding whether to allow you one more term of probation.  The better your case, the better your chances of being given another chance.

In some cases, a face-to-face meeting with the committee may be requested.             

Please contact the Center for International Programs if you have further questions.

